
PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN AUGUSTA COUNTY, V I R G I N I A ,  1870-19&0 
VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

Thematic National  Regis te r  Nomination Inventory Form 
- - 

Historic Name: Walker's Creek Schoolhouse 
S t r e e t  AdressIRt. No.: R t .  602 
Vic in i ty  o f :  Newport 
USGS Quad: .Augusta Springs 7 . 5  

Common Name: Walker's Creek Schoolhouse 
VHLC F i l e  Xumbar: 07-539 
m e r :  Glenn & Anne Michael 

B.ox 29, Yiddlebrook, PA 

Date(s) : 1850-70 &chi tec t /Bui lder :  Unknown 
Or ig ina l  U s e :  Schoolhouse S ty le :  Vernacular 
Present  Use: Dwelling 
Condition: Good 
Altered L; una l te red  - 
Phys ica l  Description: 

This schoolhouse may wel l  be one of the  o l d e s t  e x t a n t  school bui ldings i n  t h e  County. The rec- 
t angula r  l o g - s t r u c t u r e ,  measuring 22 f t  by 26 it, r e f l e c t s  the  form commonly used f o r  one-room 
schools wel l  i n t o  the twentieth century. ' ho  doors pierced t h e  gable end facade, although one 
has been closed and converted i n t o  a window. The la rge  s tone chimney on the opposi te  end a l s o  
a t t e s t s  t o  i t s  antebellum date;  most post-Civil War schoolhouses had br ick  s tove f l u e s .  

The e x t e r i o r  has been a l t e r e d  with a shed addi t ion  along one s i d e  and a f r o n t  porch. I n s i d e ,  
the large room was divided when the school was converted i n t o - a  dwelling. 

Statement of Signif icance:  

The Walker's Creek Schoolhouse is s i g n i f i c a n t  as  one of the o l d e s t  surviving schools i n  the 
County and as  the only known log example. The year a f t e r  the establ ishment  of the f r e e  publ ic  
school system i n  1870, 76 of Augusta County's 115 schools  were of log construct ion.  When the  
County gradual ly began t o  bui ld schoolhouses between 1873 and 1890, frame cons t ruc t ion  was 
c l e a r l y  p re fe r red ,  and many of the  o lder  log school bui ldings were closed. By 1880-81, 
Augusta County had only 12 log schools; t en  years  l a t e r  the  number had dropped t o  10. The 
1885 Atlas  of Augusta County revea l s  t h a t  Walker's Creek Schoolhouse was one of the few t h a t  
had been purchased by the School Board and was i n  use a t  t h a t  time. 

The Augusta County Deed Books confirm t h a t  there  was already a schoolhouse on t h i s  l o t  when 
John McChesney sold the  one-acre t r a c t  t o  the School Board i n  February 3, 1873 f o r  $30. This  
confirmation makes t h i s  one of only two antebellum schoolhouses t h a t  have been documented; 
the o t h e r  is the Glebe Schoolhouse. 

With the consol idat ion of schools i n  the Newport a r e a ,  Walker's Creek School was closed.  In  
1935, the School Board-offered i t  f o r  s a l e ,  but there  was no bid. Lacy Van Fossen purchased 
the l o t  and bui lding i n  1948 f o r  $155, and i t  has s ince  been used a s  a dwelling. 

Geographic DataIAcreage: one acre  

Verbal Boundary Description: Beginning a t  a point  on N s i d e  of  VA 602 approx. 5,400' NNE of  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  rou te  with VA 681;. thence extending approx. 150' NMJ; thence (cont inued)  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  include the  schoolhouse and t h e  
immediate school yard. 

urn: 17/646~50/4208670 

Prepared By: Ann McCleary, Arch i tec tura l  H i s t o r i a n  

Date Prepared: September 1984 



Walker's Creek Schoolhouse 
07-539 

Verbal Boundary Deacrivtion concinued 

approx. 200' NE; thence epprox. 175' SSE to a poinc on N side of VA 602;chence approx. 200' 
SW along N side of VA 602 to poinc of origin. 
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